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T HE Youth Movement 
is so essentially Ger¬ 
man that it would be justifi¬ 
able to typify the Germans 
as the people with a youth 
movement, or. to go still 
further, the people which 
has always had a youth 
movement and which will 
ever have one. so long as 
we mean thereby an active 
and independent spirit 
among the rising genera¬ 
tion. 



NOVA US 
Friedrich Uop*M 


In the middle of the eighteenth century. Klop»tock 
founded our hymn.l poetry .t the age of 04. In Herder . 
sick-room at StrM.burg . youth of 06 kindled the spirit 
of another of 01 (Goethe) and the latter thereafter that 


of hi. comrade, and contemporaries Schlllerwa.ac.cely 
20 when, under the double influence of hi. education and 


hi. time, he proclaimed rebellion .acred and read aloud hi. 
"Robber." to hi. fellows. Hi. example was followed by 
the three scholar., Holderlin. Schelling and Hegel, who 
.ecretly acknowledged the Sv x«l rav and danced about 
the Tree of Freedom. Moreover, that most effective spirit¬ 
ual movement which after the classic epoch consciously 
wore the colour, of youth, was initiated by two youths- 
Friedrich Schlegel and Novalis. ^ 
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JOSEPH VON EICHENDORFF 

"For our youth there I, no ease of carefree play, no blithe 
mmunity; the quest of life engages It early. We come to birth 
In the midst of struggle and In the midst of struggle, vanquished 
or victorious, we decline." 


! rom Ike novel ..Ahrunt and Gegen^url". 1812 


E VERYWHERE violent complaints can be heard and 
read against young people. It is said that they are 
sceptical, refractory and lacking in respect. It is true 
that they never showed less trusting confidence in their 
parents and teachers. But is this really, as is so often 
claimed, the children’s fault? Instead, is it not the inevit¬ 
able result of the prevailing insecurity, a lack of faith, 
which in this age of the I-eague of Nations, the Peace 
Pact. Disarmament, and Diplomacy, seems to cling to 
all high-sounding promises and assurances ? If. today, 
young people refuse to believe their elders so blindly, is 
this not because the innate truthfulness of these young 
people rebels against the abuse of sacred promises? 
Mistrust of any kind of authority may harbour the pro¬ 
found and true intuition that sacred responsibilities and 
high sounding promises demand actions as well. Do these 
young people perhaps feel that the extravagant use of long 
respected names at exhibitions, banquets, club meetings 
and professional congresses will be bitterly revenged on 
the speakers and their peoples? Is it not possible that 
youth’s refractory spirit conceals a secret will to realise 
truth and to hold to it in the future ? 

Every young man or woman, who has a character that 
must develop in its own way. should be more valuable to 
us than coal or iron or any of our other raw materials in 
Germany. For these young people will, one day, be chiefly 
rcsponsiblcforthedecisionas tohowour natural products 
will be used. Talented youth is more precious and worth¬ 
while cultivating than any of the few properties left us. 
These young people must and will one day mould Ger¬ 
many's history. And this youth should be sacred to us. 

Eduard Wteknler 
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WAR MEMORIAL BY THORMAEHLEN 


IN THE CONVENT CLOISTER AT MAGDEBURG 


IN MEMORY OF GERMAN YOUTHS 
KILLED IN ACTION 1914-1918 



THE YOUNG GENERATION IN GERMANY 
THE HITLER-JUGEND 

I he young generation in Germany today is so self- 
reliant. so willing and so trustful that it would be a crime 
on the part of the war generation not to hand over gene¬ 
rously to the youth everything which the latter has the 
right to demand by reason of the struggle which it has 
waged for the establishment of a new attitude towards 
l,fe - U 

'T T 0 understand the origin and rise of National Socialism 

-*• we must always bear in mind the fact that its foun¬ 
ders were soldiers who had fought in the world war. The 
life that they led in the trenches was the source from 
whidi the inspiration and driving force of the new mo¬ 
vement came. I he new outlook on life sprang from those 
war experiences, and also the new conception of the re¬ 
lations that should exist on the part of the people towards 
the nation and towards one another. 

Jn the same way the German youth of today can be 
understood only through its relation to National Socialism. 
Even before the war there was a Youth Movement in 
Germany; but the movement of today is different, be¬ 
cause it is an integral part of National Socialism. The 
young generation was an essential factor among the 
forces that brought National Socialism to power. In the 
fighting period of the movement 21 youngsters, between 
the ages of IS and 18. lost their lives in the service of the 
cause. I hey were members of the organisation which is 
called the Hitler-Jugend. 

I he Hitler-Jugend is an organisation that arose spon¬ 
taneously from the members of the young generation who 
wished to place themselves at the service of the National 
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Socialist Party. Thereupon it received its name as an in¬ 
dividual National Socialist organisation. In Oktober. 1932 
100.000 boys and girls assembled in Potsdam, on the 
occasion of the first German congress of the Hitler- 
Jugend. to parade before the Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler. In 
that demonstration an example was given which had elo- 
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quent significance for anybody with eyes to see. This 
congress was the prologue to the events which began on 
January 30th, 1933. After the accession of the National 
Socialists to power, millions of German boys and girls 
flocked to the Hitler-Jugend which today has a mem* 
bership of six millions — the largest youth organisation 
in the world. These came from the various youth groups 
of the old regime, which had been organised in different 
units according to different political affiliations, different 
classes and different religious denominations. The 
former youth organisations became extinct and the youth 
of the country joined in one national organisation in the 
Hitler-Jugend, which thus furnished a guarantee for the 
consolidation and continuance of the new State among 
the generations of the future. Baldur von Schirach. who 
had hitherto been the Reith leader of the Hitler-Jugend 
was now appointed by Adolf Hitler as supreme leader of 
all the German youth. 


The Hitler-Jugend stands for a new type of German 
youth and therewith we have a new type of German man¬ 
hood in process of formation. In contradistinction to the 
former leagues of youth, this Hitler-Jugend is not romantic 
and does not try to escape from the realities of life but 
prefers rather to face them openly and master them. 

ft is true that they love their country excursions, just 
as the others did. They are attracted to the tent and the 
campfire. They sing the old German folk songs and 
indeed have once again brought to public recognition a 
whole treasury of these songs which hitherto had lain 
neglected in the folk memory. But they do not remain 
entirely in the past. They also sing songs which they 
themselves have composed, the theme of which is part of 
their own experiences. These young people are creative 
in the highest degree. Within the past three years they 
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Have produced a group of new songs which are of recog¬ 
nised artistic merit. And just as they are endeavouring 
to introduce a new style in the domain of art. so too they 
are endeavouring to develop a new style of life for the 
German people. They are well informed on the political 
situation in Germany and in the world around them. For 
the first time in Germany, after a long 2,000 years, there 
is at last a whole generation of politically minded people. 
1’hey have achieved success in establishing friendly rela¬ 
tions with the youth of other countries: because, just like 
the youth elsewhere, they are determined to maintain 
peace in Europe and throughout the world. Indeed, it 
may be said that their contribution to this noble purpose 
is a very valuable one. From all this it is clear that in all 
departments of life, in culture and in art, in the social 
order and in politics, they represent a definitely creative 
force. But they recognise very clearly that, in order to 
have their forces and their practical capabilities properly 
organised a strong leadership is necessary, so that their 
striving to work for this one ideal, which is Germany, will 
have its best effects. For that reason they formed 
themselves into a solid phalanx under the leadership of 
Adolf Hitler, and through their own leader they have 
declared that outside the Hitler-Jugcnd any other league 
of youth will be opposed by the spirit of the community, 
which is the spirit of the State. 

The distinguishing feature of this youth organisation, 
which differentiates it from all other youth organisations 
in the world, lies in the fact that it is specifically an 
organisation in support of the State. Other youth organi¬ 
sations like the Italian Balilla were founded under the 
patronage of the State; hut here we have a youth organi¬ 
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sation which was founded when the State did not exist, 
the purpose of which was to furnish a basis on which 
the State could be founded. The German youth of today 
has adopted a principle which is peculiar to itself and 
which Adolf Hitler has expressed in the phrase: ' Youth 
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must We led by youth." Therefore their leaders arechoscn 
by a system of promotion from the leadership of one 
Rroup to another within the organisation. The first rung 
in the ladder is the leadership of the small Comrade Band 
(Kameradschaftsfuhrer), which comprises only ten mem¬ 
bers. Next comes the troop leader (Scharfuhrci); after 
that comes the leader of the Comitatus (Gefolgschafts- 
fiihrer): following that wo have promotion to the respec¬ 
tive grades of Sub-district leader (Unterbannfuhrer). 
District leader (Bannfuhrcr), Chief District leader 
(OberbannfUhrer) and Regional and Chief Regional 
leaders (Gehietsfuhrer and Obergebictsfuhrcr). The girls 
organisation has its own special structure and its own 
special work; hut it stands in close relations of comrade¬ 
ship with the Hitler-Jugend and is conducted along the 
same general lines. When the German boy reaches the 
age of 10 he joins what is called the Jungvolk: at the 



age of 14 he passes over into the Hitler-Jugend. At the 
age of 10 the girl joins the JungmSdels; at the age 
of 14 she passes over to the League of German Girls 
(The B. D. M. - Bund deutscher Madel). 

When the leaders are being chosen to fill the various 
positions, only one qualification is taken into account — 
and this is decisive in each case. It is the qualification 
that arises from practical achievement. In other words, 
when it becomes a question of choosing a leader for any 
of the various grades in its organisation, the young 
generation in Germany asks first of all: what has he done ?, 
The principle of Service is the main consideration in the 
Hitler-Jugend. and through it are eliminated the old time 
distinctions of class and position, profession and educa¬ 
tion. birth and money. It is thus that the unified National 

Socialist nation is heingconstructed. Therefore in this work 

of nation building the I litler-Jugend discharges a high edu- 
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YOUTH HOSTELS IN GERMANY 



cational functionand is legally acknowledged by the State 
“ coor dinatin B factor with school and family training. 
Naturally it works in close collaboration with those two. 

In excursions and camps, in home parties and school 
lectures, in schools which have been established for the 
specific purpose of teaching the art of leadership, in athlet¬ 
ic meetings and in festive celebrations-it is here that 
the new Germany is being constructed as a free commu¬ 
nity on the basis of thorough-going equality in social 
comradeship. It is a Germany that is inspired with the 
spirit of creative youthfulness and is at the same time 
conscious of its mighty cultural and historical inheritance 
It is a Germany that is determined to preserve and ad- 
vance everything that is essentiallyGerman and in accord 
w.th the German spirit. And we at least believe that this 
is the best service which a nation can render to the com¬ 
mon interests of mankind. Fran , OUo ^ 
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X/OUNG Englishmen who have had the opportunity of 
J- travelling in Germany and have made use of the 
Youth Hostels or "Jugend Herbergen" are always loud in 
praise of this institution, the only thing of its kind in the 
world. Various countries are now beginning to imitate it. 

The visitors to these hostels found happy young people 
bent on wandering all over their native country and they 
were by no means only the young people belonging to the 
so-called Youth Movement, but came from all ranks of 
the German people. The young workman sat next to the 
young student, college boy next to board-school boy,youths 
and girls together. The "I lerbergsvater’’, the father of the 
home, keeps an eye on everything and provides food for 
his young guests unless they prefer, as they usually do. to 
prepare their simple meal for themselves. In the evening 
they are shown their bunks, usually built in pairs, one 
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above another in shipboard style. Their blankets sheets 
°r a sleeping sack. unless they have brought their o”! 

d'eteViTlr, 1 3nd L ey t K“ P the ! ° Und Sleep ° f the *»- 

derer Ml the sun wakes then, to another happy holiday mo,- 

their ow 8rea . "“’T ° f G '™ an youth to know 

heir did , C !“^ and “* r° Ple - rCfr " h themselves for 
them da,ly toil by a couple of weeks of fresh air A 

cojtry scenes and begin to understand twt^ 

and naturalness are the fountains of national health 

impossible to calculate the value of the Jugend- 

herberge as a national educative factor Thcv I u 

w a. 

into a concrete whole the youth of Germany who 

=£. 1 ;“ - -*— 

£££?E5?iSE£ 

ul ‘ U P : m “ nd h*s boys up on beds of straw 
.Id down In schoolroom, which were empty on account 

* cncc. Naturally the movement had to start all over 
again after the war. Now the Youth Hostel* h - I 

This°ha e , d •" the r°r 0rBani ' aliOn ° f ‘be Hitler Youth 

Ihis ha, given a fresh impetus and new life to the move 

spre dtv r L , n '“ rly 2 ' 10 ° Wndherbergen is 
m ... ' Cr the who,e country. I„ 1934 about seven 

The n W„7h« P h OPle SPen ‘ 3 ni8h ‘ in “ , ' se ’belters 1 

Their obTcM f 7'” n °‘ 3 institution. 

to offer sleeping accommodation to young 
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Youth I lo»tcl Cattle Stohleck nur Bncharach In the Uhlnalnn.l 

people as cheaply as it can be done. They reckon on 
self-help. There are no porters, chambermaids or waiters. 
Everyone must look after his own wants and see that 
the shelter is left in good order for the next comers. 
The Jugendhcrbergen are simple, but the hygienic 
arrangements are modern and meet all requirements. 
This is especially true of those built within the last 
years by the various sections of the National League, 
by great societies or municipalities. There are also Youth 
Hostels in old castles, city bastions, cloisters and farm¬ 
houses: schoolrooms are still used at times; but we 
are glad to say that such makeshift shelters are gradually 
being done away with. To-day 700 Youth Hostels have 
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bath and shower bath laid on over 12000 provide full 
board and lodging and most of them have cooking faci¬ 
lities with which the hikers can prepare their own food. 

Needless to say there is no part of Germany without 
its Jugendherbergen. Not only are they to be found all 
along the Rhine and in the Black Forest—the districts 
most favoured by Fnglish touring groups. The so-called 
secondary mountain chains of Germany—the Harz Mount¬ 
ains, the Thuringian Forest, the Odenwald and the 
Spessart—have for the most part become known to youth¬ 
ful hikers only since the opening of the young people's 
shelters. Many an old castle has become a centre of 
youthful activities since it has been converted into 
a Jugendherberge. Such are the castle of Altcna. where 
the whole movement took its rise. Freusburg on the Sieg 
Rothenfels. the old castle of the Quickborns. theLudwig- 
stein, dedicated to the memory of Wandcrvogel fallen 
in the war. and many others. Finally various great 
cities Munich, Cologne, Cassel, and recently Frankfort 
on-the-Main—have erected Jugendherhcrgcn. 

As a result of the world crisis and also of a mistaken 
financial policy in recent years the extension of the hostel 
system has temporarily had to slow down. But the crisis 
in Germany could not stop young Germans from wan¬ 
dering on Iheir weekends and their holidays, and since 
the taking over of the youth hostels by the Hitlerjugcnd 
the financial situation has been improved and the work 
is being enthusiastically carried on: “We intend Germany 
to have so many youth hostels that there will not be more 
than a day’s walk from one to the next." 

In the meantime youth hostels have also been erected 
abroad. There are Youth Hostel leagues in Switzerland, 
in Holland and in Scandinavian countries. In Great 
Britain too a similar movement has arisen in the last few 
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In tho first Gorman Youth HosUl. Bur C Allen- 


yoar* and a lot of shelter* have been founded in Eng- 
land and Scotland. The various leagues are in close contact. 
Last year the second international assembly of Youth 
I Iostcl Leagues took place at 13ad Godesberg. on the Rhine. 

It is to be hoped that the cooperation among the 
various leagues will become closer and closer. Since Ger¬ 
man Youth Hostels have existed young people from other 
countries have over been sure of a welcome in the shelters. 
I he number of young guests from foreign countries 
has during the last years rapidly increased up to over 
100.000 in 1935. With good reason an Englishman once 
wrote to the German league of Youth Hostels: "You arc 
doing more for the peace of the world than the league 
of Nations". Truly, the German Youth Hostels are 
another step on the long path towards a world at peace: 
Youth to Youth! 

Further information will be gladly given by: Rcichsverband 
far Deutsche Jugendherbergen. Berlin NW40. Roonstrassc 5. 
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T HE education of the youth is one of those problems 
which must persistently occupy the attention of every 
civilized nation. And for each nation the solution of the 
problem is different, because it is conditioned by the 
national character. Yet I hold that there is no other branch 
of public effort so well suited for an international ex¬ 
change of ideas as that branch which is represented by 
the educators of youth. The more the educators of 
youth in the various civilized nations succeed in coming 
to a mutual understanding on certain fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of education, so much greater is the probability that 
the youth of one nation will not develop a spirit of rival¬ 
ry towards that of another nation, but will rather grow 
up in friendly relations with the others, and thus prepare 
the ground for subsequent internationalco-operation; for 
the youth of today will be the political leaders tomorrow. 

If collaboration between the youth leaders of the various 
nations is to be productive of the desired results-such 
a collaboration as I have striven for and in which have 
attained at least some modest success for my pains—then 
the first condition to be fulfilled is that all those who are 
engaged in this work must be determined that when the 
youth of foreign nations arc entrusted to them they will 
absolutely renounce the thought of infecting the minds 
of this youth with political ideas. When the task in hand 
is to bring about an understanding between the young 
people of the various nations, youth leaders who arc con¬ 
scious of their responsibilities will not seek to gain a 
political success for certain ideas and maxims, but will 
strive solely to bring about mutual appreciation on a 
purely human basis, in a spirit of companionship and 
absolute uprightness. This was the line followed in 
former interchanges between the German youth and the 
youth of other nations. And for the future it will con- 
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THE WANDERING SCHOLARS 



on the Baltic shore 


tinuc to bo the goal which the youth leaders must per- 
Sbtently keep Id view throughout all their international 
collaboration. Ibis, for instance, was the spirit in which 
a camp for German youth was organized in England in 
the summer of 1935. as the counterpart of the English 
camps which were arranged in Germany the previous year. 

1 he primary value of these latter institution, is to ex¬ 
tend the mental horizon of the individual. The more the 
youth of the various nations associate with their con¬ 
temporaries in foreign lands, the more they will under¬ 
stand and appreciate the character and ways of foreign 
nations, and perhaps they may thus get a general insight 
'“to thoSe inner which direct the course of political 

events in each nation. Treated in this way. interchanges 
between the youth of the various nations will not and 
cannot be used as a political instrument, but will be a 
means of mutual education. 


W HEN the youth movement first started in Germany the 
wandering scholar, with staff and rucksack, was its prin¬ 
cipal exponent. And he was a good exponent, because he was 
perfectly right in bclievingthat Shank's pony is the best method 
of transportation if one sets out on a journey for the purpose of 
gaining a knowledge of one's own country. T his spirit logically 
gave rise to a desire to know the neighbouring countries, and is 
of special importance in theenseof Germany; forGermany is sur¬ 
rounded by a ring of powerful nations whose political significance 
is of the highest importance, and whose histories are part of the 
cultural development of Europe. The result of this situation was 
that the German youth movement soon began tocross the national 
frontiers and explore other countries. The wish to understand 
one's neighbours became s ruling factor. 

A branch of the youth movement which has lately come Into 
prominence Is the international system whereby the youth of 
various nations exchange visits In organized parties. In the sum¬ 
mer of 1935 more than 100 groups of the Hitler Youth, each group 
consisting of from 10 to 20 members, crossed the German fron¬ 
tiers on exploration tours abroad. With tent and knapsack, they 
toured France and England, the Balkan States and Poland; 
into the Baltic countries, northwards ns far as Iceland and north¬ 
westwards as far as the United States of America. As there 
were some students who could not meet the costs of such jour¬ 
neys. an arrangement was made to have an exchange of students 
between the various colleges in different countries. For Instance, 
a German school would Invite a number of students from an 
English school to come and stay as its guests for four or five 
weeks, and the English school would then In Its turn invite 
the German students to do likewise. Thus it has been made pos¬ 
sible to carry out a system of international excursions where the 
individual student only has to pay his bare travelling expenses. 


Ho/Jar von SthhaJ, 



In 1933, 2.500 German boy. ami girl, left Germany a. the 
Invited guest, of foreign countrie.. Of the.e. .peaking In round 
numbers. 600 went to England. 500 to Sweden. 200 to France. 
200 to I'innland, 100 to Norway; and the rest, divided into 
•mailer group., to other part, of Europe, principally Into the 
countrie. lying South-East of Germany. For the fir.t time 
3 groups, travelled to the United State, of America. 

These holiday camp, have a .pedal significance, bccau.e camp 
life, with it. close companionship, enable, the youth of both 
nation, to get to know and understand one another. The Reich 
leader of the HitlerJugend was the first to .tart these Inter¬ 
national holiday camps. It was something entirely new In inter¬ 
national relations when, in the summer of 1934. a group of 
English students disembarked at Hamburg and were received 
by a group of the Hitler-Jugend who conducted them to their 
hostel as guests. 


The site of the fi.st camp was a Saxon house in the Liine- 
burger Heide. the second was established in the mountains in 
the centre of Germany, and the third at the foot of the Alps. 
The students in these camps did not come there to discus* 
questions together but rather to take the .pade in the hand 
and work together.The fourth camp of this kind was established 

in England In April. 1935. and is probably only the beginning 
of many more in the future. 

The fir.t step in c.tabli.hing an interchange of student, is 
not always easy. In most ca.cs it is simplified through a mutual 
understanding brought about by exchanging correspondence. 
The ambition of almost every German school is to develop an 
exchange of letter, between it. student, and tho.e of some 
other school in the neighbouring countrie. In the year 1935 
about 2.000 letter, have been written by German students to 
Swedish .tudent., about 1.000 to English .indent., about 1.500 
to French .tudent.. 1.000 to Norwegian student*. 1.200 to 
Finnish .tudent. and an innumerable quantity to the United 
State, of America. German school, are also In correspondence 
with Polish. Hungarian. Yugo-Slavian. Italian. Spanish. Dutch 
and Danish .chool*. and In the Far East with China and Japan. 
Exchange of letter, with Australia I. also prolific. Here there is 
no question of .tilted. formal correspondence, but personal mat¬ 
ter. arc entered Into, photograph, and .nap.hot. are exchanged. 
Some time* when the other party doc* not re.pond with the same 
enthusiasm, one should not 
he discouraged, for it general¬ 
ly happen* in such case* that 
a friendly answer comes from 
.omeotherquartcrof theglobc. 

Anyone wishing to enter Into 
»uch correspondence with German 
boys and girls would do well to 
write first to: Deutsche I’idsgo- 
gischcAusUndstellc. Berlin NW-10. 

Kronprinrcnufer 13. 
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Haitiu> von Schirach and Adoll Hitler 


THE LEADERSHIP 

OF 1 HE GERMAN YOUTH MOVEMENT 

^\ROLl' HIT LER once salt! to the youth of Germany: “Youth 
7 . ™*' * ,0d b ^°uth".he appointed a joung leader for 

the Mitlor-JuR.nd. I his was Baldur von Schirach. who has 
proved that he is fully conscious of his responsibility as leader 
and that he is capable of forming the Hitler-Jugend. Baldur 
von Schirach has Increased the membership of this organisation 
Irom 30.000 to over six millions. Convinced of Baldur von 
Schirach, ability. Adolf Hitler Issued the following order, on 
the 17th of June 1933: — 

An office for the whole of the German Reich is hereby 
created with the official title "Youth Leader of the German 
Reich . I he Reich Youth Leader of the National Socialist 
arty, Baldur von Schirach.l, appointed Youth Leader of the 
German Reich. The Youth Leader of the German Reich Is 
at the head of all association* of young people of both sexes 
and also of the youth organisations of adult associations.The 
foundation of youth organizations require, his sanction. 
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The officials appointed by him will takeover the duties of 
the state and communal committees whose tasks are carried 
out in direct cooperation with the youth organizations. 

By this order the Hitler-Jugend was assigned the task in the 
German State that is fitting for it. The Reich Youth Leadership 
transferred its offices from Munich to Kronprinzen-Ufer 10, 
Berlin NW 40. 

The first new Youth leader of the German Reich at once 
proceeded to complete the extension of his organization. As 
leader of the entire youth of Germany, he had to create an 
organization that was capable of Including all the various 
domains concerned with youth. 

One of the most responsible tasks is assigned to the stuff 
office which has to select and appoint all the leaders whose 
name* are proposed to It. Welfaro, juvenile law and 
hygiene arc dealt with by another department which also 
deals with all social questions. The entlro business side Is 
managed by the administrative department which Includes a 
vast card Index register of the members in which the name of 
each member is recorded with the most exact details. A special 
sanitary department Is charged with seeing that the young people 
can obtain every kind of sanitary nnd medical assistance. 

The most Important and extensive functions are exercised 
by the section "education nnd physical fitness". This section 
has to provide the young with that spiritual grounding that Is ab¬ 
solutely essential for the existence and future of our nation, 
for the spirit is the determining factor of the body. To school 
the young and bring them up as men who will be capable one 
day of taking over tho leadership of the state. 1 o see to the phy¬ 
sical fitness of the Hitler-Jugend is also one of its tasks. Here 
sport naturally plays a large part. Not sport for its own sake 
or for the sake of breaking records but as a mean, to an end. 
Schools for leaders train for this task boys who have proved 
themselves capable of leading others. A Reich Youth Leader 
School and Reich Girl Leader School complete the work of the 
District Leader Schools. The Reicb Youth Leadership has 
established connection with the whole of public opinion 
by extensive press work. The entire German press now 
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publishes Hitler-Jugend supplements. Besides this, the 
Hitlcr-Jugend itself owns some all-German and over twenty 
district newspapers. The all-German newspapers and periodi¬ 
cals issued by the Reich Youth Leadership arc published by the 
Deutscher JuRcndverlag, Schiffhauerdamm 19. Berlin NW 7. 
These include "Das jun C e Deutschland", the official organ of 
the Youth Leader of the German Reich, "Wille und Macht". a 
fortnightly publication, "Die Fa nfarc \ an illustrated paper of 
the Hitler Youth, “Dcr deutsche Sturmtrupp”, the newspaper 
of tho German Youth. and"JungvoIk". the organ of the German 
children in the Hitler Youth. The press section also cooperates 
in tho publication of the Youth Hostel periodical “Jugend und 
Helmut" and some others. 

In connection with the library of the Reich Youth Leadership 
is a collection of over 20.000 German and foreign fairy talcs 
and books for children from all over the world and which has 
boon placed nt the disposal of the Reich Youth Leadership l*y 
Dr. Holtrecker. 

Foreign youth work is dealt with by a special department 
which Includes the central office for German youth in 
F.urope. 

A Commissioner for Youth Associations Is In charge of 
-II German youth associations, also those who have not 
Joined the I litlor-Jugend. 

f inally, youth hostels are managed by a separate section 
controlled by the German Youth Hostel Association. 

In addition to u Leaders' Circle, composed of representatives 
of the various groups of organized youth, the Youth Leader 
for the Gorman Reich has nominated district and local com¬ 
missioners for his work in the provinces. 

With this great organization, which has not been created for 
the moment but for the future. Baldur von Schlrach. the Youth 
Leader of the German Reich, will be able to provide those now 
creating a new Germany with a guarantee for the continuation 
of fho great work that has been beg un In our nation. The 
youth of Germany will follow the path taken by the German 
nation towards a better future. 

Rudolf Apr! 


THE REICH APPRENTICES' COMPETITION 

Reichs-Berufswettkampf 

B EFORE 1933. when Ihe political struggle was at its 
height and there were over six million unemployed 
in Germany, the young people were especially badly 
affected since it was impossible for them to receive any 
training in a profession or trade. Hunger and need com¬ 
pelled thousands of young men to earn a few pence 
somehow or other as unskilled labourers as soon as they 
had left school, and even these slender earnings had to 
he given up to the parents to help them to feed the family. 

After the National Socialists had taken over the 
government and had succeeded in reducing unemployment 
by over four million it became evident that there was a 
very decided shortage of skilled workers. It was then that 
the Hitler Jugend and the German Workers' Front look 
the matter in hand. They started a system of professional 
training for the youth of Germany, culminating in the 
annual Reich Apprentices' Competition. The very first 
of these made it abundantly clear that there was much 
to l>e done in this sphere. Young men and women had 
to be provided with courses of professional training not 
only to make them fit to compete in the struggle for a 
living but also to supply the country with people who 
had received a thorough, all-round training in the trades 
and professions. It was above all necessary to educate 
these young people to take a pleasure in their work and 
their training and to make good and useful citizens of 
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them. At the same time they were to be inculcated with 
the National-Socialist principle that the working commun¬ 
ity should also he a community of comrades and that the 
leaders of this community must not only be experts in 
their own branch but also real leaders of men. 

How eagerly the young people welcomed this new 
principle can be seen from the fact that in 1934 in a single 
month 282.500 young men and women taking part in 
14.350 training courses volunteered to take part in ad¬ 
ditional courses. 

I he Reich Apprentices' Competition for the youth of 
Germany, this new idea of the Hitler Jugend. seemed to be 
an especially suitable method of bringing to the attention 
of the German youth the importance of a thorough 
professional training. In 1934 the first of these compe¬ 
titions was prepared and carried out. One million young 
men and women took port in it completely voluntarily. 
The second competition, in 1935. already showed a decided 
improvement in the work done by the young apprentices. 

The Reich Apprentices' Competition and the social 
work of the Hitler Jugend are of service to the entire 
German youth and thus to the nation and its future. The 
conscientious professional training and the all-embracing 
health service are designed to produce a generation of 
healthy and expert workers. The Hitler Jugend hope that 
later on the competition will become an Olympiad for all 
the workers of Germany. 
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THt LABOUR SLRVIk 1N GERMANY 


T N or ' ,er lo « aln a dear undcrsta lin R of the Labour Service 
A in Germany it la necessary to |n m , nJ certain fact . 
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development. 


utmost ir. 


eep in mind certain facts 
ortancc in its growth and 


It I. not ...y for th. outrldor < tppreclal , , hc con a IHoo . 
l«.l to the introduction of , bour S „ v , cc G „ m>ny 
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effects tor Gormany of the treatyj Versailles 

As a result of the Treaty Germany W% of her popuUUoo 

and over 13/o of her area. 1 hu. Germany. already over- 
populated, lost more land than Pop, lUon> wb|ffc on|y mad „ the 
problem of over-population .on^ Nor Wa , the a , tua t, on 
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many was deprived of all her colo:,, po „ c „ w One 0 , hor 
fact must also be taken Into con.ld. |Uoni name , y thj , , ho , #nd 
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grade so that it. loss meant a dcA„ e o£ almo>t 3 ,% o£ , hc 
German harvests. In all. Germany dcprlve<1 o( ^ o q o£ hcr 
agricultural area. 


At the end of the World War G„ 


,any was faced with the 


tact that her food supply situatlo, wh|ch had been difficult 
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serious anxiety. I be German peep, WCIC vcry we „ |WtN o£ 
this as a result of their ex P ericncc |ur|ng the ty ar . £he lo „ c f 
whl.h must largely be ascribed to U £ac£ tha , Germany wa . 
being slowly starved out. Evaryon, who know , (h<J bu£ory o£ 
the War and Is able to realize the x frlble effect , of £hc bunger 
blockade, knows that Germany ,„ ap5ed a „ tbe r „ u|£ o£ 
starvation. 


It s only natural that when t, War ende j the German 
people were not able to forget th, f sujIerinR8 |n a momcnt . 
and it was especially the youth of*, country . wbo had gonc 
through the hungry year, 1916-;^ , n whc) , e mamory £he 
horror of these years had been ,t apcd inde , lb , y Thc 9amc 



everyone Joes his 


bit 


may be said of thc soldiers who had fought at the front and had 
experienced the horrors of thc trend,cs. to which had been 
added the serious shortage of foodstuffs for the army In the 
year. 1917 anJ 1918. 

And still one more factor must be taken into consideration, 
namely the ousting of man by the machine, a process which 
advanced with tremendous strides during the years 1972 19.MJ 

and which resulted in making million, of worker, superfluous. 
On top of all this came at last the collapse of the world 

economy. 
We In Germany observed all this with eyes which need had 

made all the sharper. We racked our brains for B solution, and 
it became abundantly evident to u. that only decisive measure, 

on a large scale could help u, to overcome the crisis. It gradually 

became clear that many thousands of workers must be with¬ 
drawn from industry and trade snd put to work in other fields, 
a process that meant nothing more nor less than an Industrial 
revolution. There were too many hands in industry and too few 
the land, and thus arose the "back to thc land’ movement. 
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Drainage work In n llmulr.l illilrlrt 


And finally there was one consideration which may perhapa 
be regarded as decisive for the foundation of the Labour Service. 
During tboye.ua 1930 1933 there were many young men of from 
18 to 23 years of age who had never done a day's work In their 
life and who had no prospects of ever finding work. They 
seemed to be condemned to lounge on street corners for the 
rest of their lives. This was the soil from which Bolshevism 
hoped to reap a rich harvest. 

But—theso young men were determined that they should 
not be doomed to misery and idleness. A mighty reaction began 
and the best of them rebelled against their lot. For them 
Adoll Hitler was their one hope, their one hold on life. They 
took their destiny in their own hands and made work for 
themselves, and in this they were assisted by the veterans of 
the War. Thus arose the first Labour Camps. 

And then the National-Socialist revolution burst forth. 

Already in 1928 the National-Socialist Party had made the 
introduction of general labour service one of the points of their 
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programme. The Fuehrer. Adolf Hiller, had summoned Colonel 
Hierl to be one of the leaders of the organization in the Brown 
House In Munich and had entrusted him with the task of 
promoting the Labour Service. Two years later. In 1930. Hitler 
gave his approval to the following principles, which had been 
worked out by Hierl and were to form the basis of the new plan: 

1. The introduction of compulsory Labour Service for all 
young German, who arc capable of work and In possession 
of their civil rights, regardless of class differences. 

2. Labour Service, which is a service of honour to nation and 
homeland, to be considered on the same level ns service 
with the colours. 

3. Labour Service to be the great training-school of National 

Socialism. , 

4. Labour Service to be devoted solely to work which .s of 
benefit to the whole community, economically valuable, 
and productive, with a view to achieving a sound state of 
affairs in the foodstuff situation. 
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As soon .-is the Fuehrer had given hi* approval to these 
principles Ilierl started on the preparatory work for the 
construction of the Imhour Service and made suth rapid 
progress that, immediately after the Fuehrer had taken over 
the government in January 1933, it was possible to start on the 
building up of the National-Socialist Labour Service. In this 
process the already existing National-Socialist training 
association formed the basis. The Stahlhclm Labour Service 
was amalgamated and the other organizations of a similar nature 
gradually dissolved. 

At that time, in the spring of 1933, there were many people 
in Germany who did not understand Fiierl s action and regarded 
It n* dangerous. They were of the opinion that the whole 
system was designed us an instrument of power in the hands 
of the National Socialists. All these doubters and critics will 
have to admit today that they were mistaken. Ilierl acted In the 
right way If ho wanted to be able to curry out unhindered his 
programme of construction, which was complete, well thought 
out, and above all, clear and simple. We do not say this solely 
because it has already been justified by the results but because 
we who hud the honour to work hand In hand with him were 
convinced from tho moment when the F'uehrer appointed him 
as Secretary of State for the Labour Service und Reich labour 
Leader (May 1933) that his was the only possible way to 
achieve the object which we had set ourselves. Filled with this 
conviction Hlcrl overcame all of his many opponents, some oi 
whom wore vory powerful. 

I’oduy the Reich Labour Service exists as a State and 
National-Socialist organization with a strength of some 290.000: 
today general compulsory Labour Service has boon introduced 
in Germany as a result of I licrl’s calm and determined fight in 
the service of Fuehrer, nation, and country. 

In the Labour Service Law, which came into force on 
1 st July 1933, the objects of the Labour Service are described 
as follows: 

"(1) The Reich Labour Service is a service of honour for the 
German people. 



foreign Students of Munich University visiting a labour 

service camp nearby 


(Q) All young Germans of both sexos are oblgcld to serve 
the nation In the Reich Labour Service. 

(3) The Reich Labour Service is designed to educate the 
German youth in the spirit of National Socialism and of 
the national community, that they may have a true 
conception of work, and above all, a true respect for 
manual labour. 

(4) The Reich labour Service is designed to carry on work 
of benefit to the whole community." 

And so 200.000 young men are working day In and day out. 
each six months in turn and for no finonclul reward. I bey are 
proud and pleased to work, for it is for Germany that they are 
working and they arc filled with the truth of the National- 
Socialist maxim "Work ennobles" The sons of professional 
men. of peasants, and of labourers, they stand shoulder to 
shoulder. live together in comradeship in the same camps, and 
work together for Germany. 

NO Hr I- Ur*nJenh'ir ) l 
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THE OLYMPIC GAMES. 
BERLIN 1936 


T HE eleventh Olympic Games of modern times will 
he held from August 1st—11th, 1936, in Berlin. 
They will be preceded by the Olympic winter sports 
which will be held at Garmisch-Partenkirchen from 
February 6th—16th. 

The Games in Berlin will be the fulfilment of an old 
dream of the German Sporting Associations, which have 
always wished to pay their tribute to the Olympic idea. 
The Olympic Games were to have been held in Berlin in 
1916 but this was prevented by the War. Today sport 
has made so much progress in every country that 
the stadium which was built for 1916 is no longer ade¬ 
quate. By a decision of Chancellor Hitler it has been made 
possible to enlarge it to a mighty arena capable of holding 
100.000 spectators and to convert the surrounding area, 
which used to be a race-course, into a gigantic sports 
park comprising a swimming stadium for 10,000 spec¬ 
tators. an assembly ground accommodating nearly half a 
million people (at the same time a polo field), and smaller 
stadia for tennis, basket ball, hockey and equestrian 
sports. There will also be an open-air theatre, a bathing 
luke, and about a dozen playing fields. In addition, the 
new sports park will incorporate the “Sport Forum", i. c. 
the grounds and buildings of the German College of 
Physical Education, with its large gymnasiums, boxing 
rings, etc., its own practice grounds and tracks, and its 
dormitories and club rooms. The facilities of the College 
will be increased by the erection of an indoor swimming 
pool, of laboratories and class rooms, and of a dormitory. 
("Kumeradschaftshaus') which will be the home of the 
women athletes during the time of the Games. 



This imposing sports park, with its manifold equipment 
for all the events of the Olympic Games—with the ex¬ 
ception of rowing, sailing and cycling - to be held on 
the Stadium grounds, will create an ideal centre such as 
has never previously existed for any contests. It will also 
be the Administrative Headquarters of the Reich Sports 
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Leader, and all the main German sporting associations 
will assemble in the German Sports Club, which stands 
in the “Sport Forum”. 

I he cycling stadium will be at a tew minutes' distance 
from this area, while the rowing regatta will take place 
in the east of Berlin on the historic course at Grunau: 
the sailing regatta will be held at Kiel. 

I he Olympic teams have their choice of putting up in 
hotels or pensions in the city, or they can be lodged in 
the "Olympic Village" provided for that purpose, on the 
l-os Angeles model, amidst beautiful scenery not far from 
the Stadium. 

For the art competitions (architecture, literature, music, 
sculpture, painting) there will be a large Olympic Art 
(Exhibition in one of the halls on the city fair ground. 

The opening ceremony of the Games will take place on 
the afternoon of Saturduy. 1st August. It will be followed, 
on the evening of the same day. by a festival play the 
scene of which will also be the Stadium. The Games will 
begin on the following Sunday and will last for two 
weeks. On Sunday August 16. the last competitions 
and the official closing ceremony will be held. The first 
week will be devoted to track and field athletics, wrestl¬ 
ing. weight-lifting, shooting, cycling and modern Pen¬ 
tathlon. Swimming, rowing, canoeing, basket ball, boxing, 
gymnastic and riding contests will be held during the sec¬ 
ond week. I he fencing, field baseball, football and hockey 
matches will cover both weeks. 

An international motor-car rally and a world meeting 
of sport-pilots with their ’planes will be organised on the 
occasion of the Games. 1 o ignite the Olympic torch, which 
will burn during the period of the Games on the Mara¬ 
thon I ower above the Stadium, a relay will bear lighted 



torches from Olympia in Greece to Berlin. The seven 
nations concerned have agreed to cooperate in arranging 
this relay, which is to establish a symbolic link between 
the ancient home of the Games and the city of the Xlth 
Olympiad. Various international meetings andcongresses. 
such as the International Recreation Congress, are to 
precede the Games. Lovers of the theatre and music will 
be presented with special festival programmes during the 
Olympic weeks. 

A special committee, at the head of which is Dr.Lcwald, 
the former Under Secretary of State, has been formed for 
the organisation of theGames.The committee's offices are 
at 43 Hardenbergstrasse. Berlin-Charloltenburg2. Fuhrer 
and chancellor Adolf Hitler has graciously consented to 
act as Patron of the Games. 

The world of sport in Germany is delighted to be able 
to act as host at the Olympic Games, and the prepa¬ 
rations are well under way. A hearty invitation is ex¬ 
tended to all the countries in the world and a sincere 
welcome awaits all who attend. The enlireGerman nation 
takes part in this invitation, and the Government arc 
also giving their wholehearted support and cooperation. 
Up to June. 1933. the Olympic committees of forty-eight 
nations had rc ported that they would send their teams. 
Never previously have so many nations taken part in 
Olympic Games. 

We feel sure that the Xlth Olympiad will maintain the 
magnificent tradition of theGamcs.and above all we hope 
that it will be a worthy successor to the Games which 
took place in Ix»s Angeles in 1932. and which, up to the 
present, are the greatest achievement in the history of 
modern Olympiads. 

Car/ Diem 
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